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Bob Geigel stripped him of the 
title in full view of millions of wres- 
tling fans watching at home. As 
Geigel took the belt away, Zbys- 
zko became frantic. He screamed, 
“| paid $25,000 for that belt, you 
can't take it away from me, | paid 
good money for that belt.”- When 
Geigel finally had the belt com- 
pletely in his possession, Zbyszko 
offered him $100,000 for it. Geigel 
simply smiled and left the scene. 

Ric Flair has had his problems 
with Bob Geigel as well. Reluctant 
to sign for an NWA heavyweight 
title match with Tony Atlas, Flair 
was handed a contract by Bob 
Geigel and told to sign it. “If you 
don’t,” Geigel told Flair, “I’m tak- 























NWA official Sandy Scott sees to Roddy Piper after having determined that Roddy was unfit 
to continue against Greg Valentine. Valentine was declared the new U.S. champion. 


back to the canvas due to what 










Roy PIPER IS considering 
Surgery to repair his left ear, 
which was severely damaged in a 
U.S. title match with Greg 
Valentine. 

Piper and Valentine were bat- 
tling each other outside the ring. 
Grabbing the U.S. belt off the 
press table, Valentine repeatedly 
smashed the left side of Piper's 
head. Blood soon began pouring 
out of Piper’s ear. 

As the two combatants returned 
to the ring, Valentine continued to 
concentrate on mutilating Piper’s 
ear with the belt. Piper fell to the 
mat and tried to get back to his 
feet, but again and again he fell 
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was later diagnosed as damage 
to the inner ear. 

NWA official Sandy Scott, who 
was watching the match at ring- 
side, told referee Ron West to 
stop the’ match before Piper lost 


his ear. The match was halted, . 


and Piper’s ear was saved, but 
not his belt: - Valentine was 
awarded the U.S. championship. 


*** 


Everyone in the Georgia area 
seems to be having belt problems 
lately. 

Larry Zbyszko, for example, is 
now the former National heavy- 
weight champion. NWA President 















NWA President Bob Geigel had an active 
month. Geige! stipped Larry Zbyszko of the 
National title and ordered Ric Flair to defend 
his NWA title against Tony Atlas. 


ing the heavyweight belt away 
with me today.” Needless to say, 
Flair signed the contract to wres- 
tle Atlas, but he was not at all 

(Continued on page 56) 























IS BOASTS ARE as large 
as his immense frame. 
Weighing 364 pounds and stand- 
‘ing nearly seven feet tall, John 
Studd claims that no man in 
professional wrestling can body- 
slam him, though Butch Reed 
claims he succeeded in doing so 
last year in Florida, Currently in 
the WWF region, Studd is en- 
gaged in a feud with Andre the 
Giant. Studd claims to be the 
“one and only giant in wres- 
tling,” and Andre is determined 
to prove otherwise. His man- 


`- ager, Fred Blassie, has been 


credited with infusing a new 
sense of anger and hostility in 
the hulking giant, as well as pro- 
viding him with an insight into 
WWF wrestlers that is necessary 
to win important matches. With 
or without a manager, John 
Studd is one of the biggest men 
in all of professional wrestling, a 


competitor to be feared, if not 


admired. 


INTERVIEW CONDUCTED 
BY. STU SAKS 


Q: You claim that nobody in 
professional wrestling can 
bodyslam you, but ... 

A: That’s right, nobody any- 
where in professional wres- 
tling, nobody in professional 


football; nobody in’ profes- 


sional weightlifting, nobody 
anywhere anytime. Pm un- 
able to be slammed at all. 
That’s the way it’s always 
been, and that’s the way it’ll 
always be. 











But I understand that Butch 
Reed in Florida was able to. 
take you and... : 

He wasn’t able to do 

anything. : 

But he picked you up in the 










(Continued on page 52) 








Greg Wojokowski’s 
bitterness grew out of 
an unfortunate political 
event. Unable to attend 
the 1980 Olympic 
games, Wojokowski. 
turned to professional 
wrestling. Following a 
short scientific career, 
he realized he could 
build a reputation more 
quickly as a 
rulebreaker. Dick the 
Bruiser wants to 
prevent that reputation 
from becoming too 
widespread 


HE QUOTE THAT was at- 
tributed to Greg Wojokowski 
back in the August 1982 issue of 
our sister publication The Wrestler 
seems quite prophetic a year later: 
“The most amazing thing in my 
life up to now,” Greg said, ‘‘is 
having made it onto the Olympic 
team. I was given a gold medal by 
President Carter, but I think that if 
I had gone to the Olympics and 
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Dick the Bruiser gives Greg Wojokowski a 
lesson in brawling tactics (opposite page 
and left). Urged on by his manager, Dr. 
Jerry Graham Jr., Greg gains the advantage 
(bottom left). ; 


wrestled as I was supposed to, I 
would have gained worldwide rec- 
ognition. I have a lot of mixed 
feelings about that year.” 

Imagine the wave of disappoint- 
ment and resentment that must 
have washed over Greg 
Wojokowski. Here is a man who, 
in his amateur career, captured 13 
National AAU titles. Here is a man 
who was a member of the Ameri- 
can wrestling team that toured Rus- 
sia in 1973. 

Here`is a man who is used to 
winning. 

When Greg turned professional 
in September 1980, he was a scien- 


tific wrestler, utilizing the skills heş 


had developed in high school and 
college. 

But the “mixed feelings” he 
spoke of having back then have 
since caused him to alter his wres- 
tling style. Yes, he was used to 
winning, but in the violent world of 
professional wrestling, scientific 
maneuvers alone may not always 
be enough to capture fame, for- 
tune, and a championship ‘belt. 

So Wojokowski decided to turn 
to the rulebreaking style of wres- 
tling, the rough-and-tumble style 
popularized by Bulldog Brower, 
Gene Kiniski, Bulldog Bob Brown 

. and Dick the Bruiser. 

“I don’t know who this guy 
Wojo ... whats his name, 
Wojokrumbski? Who does this guy 
think he is?” Dick the Bruiser 
asked incredulously. “Look at his 
style. It’s obvious he’s copied my 


: style move for move, maneuver for 
maneuver. That is something I sim- - 


ply cannot tolerate.” 

For years, Dick the Bruiser has 
kept a relatively low profile. He’s 
seemed content to wrestle whatever 
Opposition comes his way, and he 

(Continued on page 62) 
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KEVIN SULLIVAN: “Why do these. 


people fear me? Do they fear my 
power? Yes! Do they fear my abili- 
ties? Yes! Do they fear for the fu- 
ture of the state of Florida? Yes! 
Why. do these people fear the 
Prince of Darkness? Because they 
are wise, very wise. The American 
Dream should take a lesson from 
these wise people. He should learn 
this lesson before it is far too late to 
do anything about it. You have 
been warned.” 


MAGNIFICENT MURACO: “Rocky 
Johnson is such an egotist, he’s 
such a slimy weasel. He’s got the 
fans on his side, he’s got the refer- 
ees on his side, he’s got all this 
sympathy for his cause. But Rocky 
Johnson has not got the superior 
wrestling skills » of | Magnificent 


Muraco. There’s one other thing he 
hasn't got: the Intercontinental belt, 
and that’s something I’m going to 
make damn sure he never gets.” 





TOMMY RICH 





TOMMY RICH: “Larry Zbyszko fi- 
nally got his, didn’t he? Ha! He fi- 
nally learned that money can’t buy 
everything. It can’t buy a cham- 
pionship, that’s for sure. He rented 
it for a couple of weeks, but that’s 
all he was able to do. He's got to 
wrestle to win a title, and if he 
wants to be called a champion, he’s 
got to earn it. I hope that when: 


they set up the tournament for the 


National title it’s me and Zbyszko in 
the final round. I'd love to show 
him what it’s really like to wrestle 
for a title.” 


EXOTIC ADRIAN STREET: “This 
city of Miami is rather disgusting, 
isnt it? I mean really, all the con- 
crete and glass. Where is the coun- 








KEVIN “PRINCE OF DARKNESS” SULLIVAN 
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tryside in Florida? I haven't seen 
any. All I've seen are hundreds 
upon hundreds of homes for senior 
citizens. Miami has no life of its 
own, it has ‘no style at all. I'll be 
quite happy when I've obliterated 
all of the inferior opposition in this 
state and I’m able to move on.” 


. DAVID VON ERICH: “I've never 
hit a woman before in my life, and 


now that I think about it, I'm really 
not very sorry that I hit Jim 
Garvin’s valet, Sunshine. After all, 
it’s not like I put the claw on her or 
anything, I just gave her a little 
forceful reminder to mind her own 
business and not to interfere in my 
match with Garvin. The one who 

(Continued on page 66) 
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HOW MUCH LONGER | 
CAN STEVE O RUN | 





AWAY FROM HIMSELF? 





prs -m 


OU WILL NOT find Steve 

Olsonoski in the AWA ratings. 
Why not? Because he doesn’t wres- 
tle often enough to be included 
among the top 10 in the division. 
Steve O, however, might be as tal- 
ented as any of those men. Maybe 
too talented for his own good. 

Olsonoski is an example of a 
multifaceted individual who doesn’t 
know which facet to show to the 
world. He grew up in an athletic 
environment; his father played foot- 
ball for the Green Bay Packers. 
Academia was also strongly 
stressed in the Olsonoski house- 
hold. He graduated from Gustavus 
Adolphus College in Minnesota with 
degrees in physical education and 
biology. He also found time in col- 
lege to wrestle, and play football, 
hockey, and baseball. 

After graduation, he got a job 
teaching physical education in a 
junior high: school. But he quickly 
found that wasn't enough. “I al- 
ways heard the ‘Those who can’t, 
teach’ line running through my 
mind,” he said. After a year of 
teaching, Steve Olsonoski, junior 
high school gym teacher, became 
Steve O, professional wrestler. 

Success came quickly in his new 
career. After being named AWA 
Rookie of the Year for 1978, 
Olsonoski went on to win the Pa- 
cific Northwest championship. 
Soon after, he received national at- 
tention with his success’ in the 
Georgia area. He seemed to have it 
all: a streak of impressive victories, 
fan support, and most important, 
talent. 
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— Steve Olsonoski possesses all the qualities needed to be a star 
~ in professional wrestling. He is a talented athlete who 
possesses a crowd-pleasing scientific style. Beyond the ring, 
he is a dynamic individual who you can’t help but like. 
“Steve O” has the potential for success in a number of 
careers. He must decide which career he will pursue, and the 
time to make that decision is now! 





Steve O twists Crusher Blackwell's arm 
fabove) and focuses his attention on his 
target while delivering a flying elbowsmash 
(opposite left). Now if he can only focus his 
attention solely on his wrestling career .. . 


Photos by Bruce Kreitzman 


Returning to the AWA, he found 
the area flooded with young, conge- 
nial fan favorites. He would have to 
jockey through the rest of the pack 
to get the good matches and the 
recognititon he received during his 


first stay in the area. Just as he 
began to plow through the ratings, 
he suffered a staph infection in his 
left wrist that kept him out of ac- 
tion for several months. 

Steve O, professional wrestler, 
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The First Issue Of The 


PRO WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED ANNUAL 
how available by mail! 





This gigantic collector's issue was a complete 
sell-out on the newsstand. But, for a limited 
time (and in limited quantities), the action- 
packed Annual is available by mail. This 
special edition was the biggest, most colorful 
magazine we have ever published. More 
stories, more full-color photos, and excellence 
in the tradition of Pro Wrestling Iilustrated, 
the best-selling wrestling magazine in 

the world. 

Here's What's Inside: 

Stories on; TOMMY RICH, RIC FLAIR AND 
RICK STEAMBOAT, BOB BACKLUND, BARRY 
WINDHAM, MIL MASCARAS AND DUSTY RHODES! 


Giant, Full-Color Action Pinups 
Of ANDRE VS. KILLER KHAN, 
DUSTY RHODES VS. HARLEY 
RACE, BRUNO SAMMARTINO US. 
LARRY ZBYSZKO! 


ONLY $2 per issue 


noe rua 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 
11571 

Please send me ______ copy(iés) 
of Pro Wrestling Illustrated Annual Spring 


"83. | enclose $2 for EACH copy. 
PRINT YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CLEARLY 








NAME 





ADDRESS APT. 





CITY 





STATE zip 


For all orders except the U.S. and Canada you must 
add one dollar (US) for each copy ordered for boat 
mail, and two dollars (US) for each copy sent airmail. 
U.S. FUNDS ONLY. Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 
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became Mr. Olsonoski, third man 
in the ring. While regaining his 
strength, Steve acted as a special 
referee in matches that needed a 
bit more control than the usual 
AWA referees could afford. He also 








found time to pursue several inter- 
ests beyond the wrestling ring. He 
is involved in a number of busi- 
nesses, wisely investing the money 
he has earned in the sport. His 
outside interests, he admits, seri- 


To overcome such stars as Blackwell in the 
ratings, Steve O must surely devote himself 
entirely to his wrestling career. Blackwell 
whips Steve across the ring (above) and 
uses his weight to its fullest advantage 
(left). 


ously cut into his training time. 
“It’s true | haven’t devoted as 
much time as | should to training,” 
he said. “I used to be in the gym 
every day. Now, with everything I’m 
doing, | hardly have the time. 
“I’ve watched my name slip out 
of the ratings, just like my fans 


“~ have. I’m not disappointed. It was 


a choice | had to make. | wanted 
to do all these things—refereeing, 
wrestling, my various outside inter- 
ests—I enjoy them all. | gave wres- 
tling a pretty sizable chunk of my 
life. There are other things in this 
life, too. I’ve gotta try them, too.” 
This man can do just about any- 
thing he wants, but can he be the 
(Continued on page 58) 
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GORDON 
SOLIE’S 
PERSONAL 
ANALYSIS OF | S 
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
WRESTLING’S SUPERSTARS 
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Wrestling is, in a sense, a 
sport that is! totally made for 
television. You can go in with 
three cameras and do a job on 
wrestling that you can’t do on 
any other sport. You need as 
many as 12 cameras for a foot- 
ball game or a baseball game 
or a soccer game. In wres- 
tling, everything is confined to 
the 20x20 squared circle. 

I feel extremely fortunate 
that early in my broadcast ca- 
reer I had decided to special- 
ize in wrestling. I’ve had an 
opportuinity to do a lot of trav- 
eling and I’ve met some of the 
greatest athletes the world has 
ever seen. 

As far as my particular con- 
tribution to the sport goes, I’ve 
said this before and I’ll Say it 
again: No matter what the act 
is that’s going to occur, the 
Person describing that action 
doesn’t make the action any 
more difficult or challenging 
than it really is. All this per- 
son does is perhaps add or 
heighten the suspense and the 
excitement of what is 
occurring. 


For example, when the great 
Karl Walenda walked the 
highwire, there was often a 
drumroll accompanying the 
feat. The drumroll does not 
make that wire walker’s posi- 
tion any more precarious, but 


it does heighten the excite- 
ment for the people who are 
watching it. I feel that my role 
in wrestling is very much like 
that. 

I am fortunate that I am able 
to do, I think, a reasonable 
analysis of the competitors 
while they’re in the ring. I try 
to ‘study them as much as I 
can from a psychological, edu- 
cational, and environmental 
point of view, so that I have, I 
hope, a fairly good working 
knowledge of the person as a 


-total person, not just from 


what you see in the ring as an 
athlete. 

Tm happy that Wrestling Su- 
perstars has provided me with 
the opportunity to present 
some of my own thumbnail 
sketches of 10 of today’s top 
mat stars. You’ve no doubt 
had the pleasure of seeing 
these athletes in competition 
on television, and I hope my 
brief explications on these 
men will provide you with 
some additional background 

enjoyment of their 
matches, : 
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In Tommy Rich, you’ve got a 
young wrestler on the national 
sports scene who has one of 
the most priceless ingredients 
any athlete can have, and that’s 
charisma. 

To go to the opposite end of 
the spectrum for a moment, I 
know a lot of old golfing fans 
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will remember Ben Hogan. He 
awas a fella who for years out on 
the tour was -a sensational 
golfer, but he just didn’t have 
charisma. Jack Nicklaus is an 
equally excellent golfer, but his 
charisma has carried him so 
much further than. Hogan, it’s 
incredible. 


Tommy Rich is like the Jack 
Nicklaus of professional wres- 
tling. He came upon the pro 
wrestling scene and. had that 
instant charisma. A 

If Tommy didn’t have that 
charisma, he certainly wouldn't 
be as popular as he is right 
now. He'd still be a superb 





wrestler, but I don’t think as 
many fans would realize it. 

I think one of the reasons 
Tommy has such charisma is 
that he relates to the people on 
a one-to-one basis. His environ- 
mental and educational back-._ 


ground puts him right in touch ~“ 


with everybody, be it a banker 
or somebody on the lower end 
of the socio-economic scale. 
Not only is he a fine athlete, 
but he does have’ that vital 
charismatic element in his 
personality. : 

After all, who heard of Broad- 
way Joe Namath until such time 
as he said he was going to beat 
the Baltimore Colts in the Super 
Bowl? And when he did, all of 
a sudden he became the talk of 
the town, and suddenly the 
next thing you know it was 
Broadway Joe all over the 
country. 3 

I look at Rich somewhat in 
the same manner. He doesn’t 
have the ... I would hesitate to 
say the “overbuilt body”; he 
has never concentrated on the 
bodybuilding aspects as much 
as he has his own athletic 
ability. 

Rich is more of a strategist, 
more so than, say, a guy like 
Precious Paul Ellering, who has 
concentrated primarily on the 
power and the super heavy 
muscles. Tommy has relied 
upon his quickness, his great 
tendon strength, and his great 
skill in the ring. His use of the 
vertical bodyblock is a classic 
example of that. A lot of people 
have tried it, it’s a risky move, 
but he’s got it down to the 
point of perfection. 

Tommy Rich is a young man 
who's got it all: skill, charisma, 
and the willingness to go all the 
way to the NWA Word title. 
He’s done it before, and I be-. 
lieve he'll do it again someday. 


‘Above: The charismatic Rich is not afraid to say what he feels on national TV. Below: 
Tommy rips the headgear from the head of his longtime rival, Buzz Sawyer. 















a 


Buzz Sawyer is a man who is 
one of the most intense young 
athletes I have ever known, but 
in my opinion he is emotionally 
very confused. 

First and foremost, in order 
to understand Sawyer, one has 
to examine his background. He 
was a great amateur athlete, 
very successful in both football 
and wrestling. 

I don’t know all of the facets 
that comprised Sawyer’s child- 
hood, and I wish I did. I’ve 
asked Buzz a couple of times 
about his childhood and he has 
been very reluctant to talk 
~ about it. I don’t know whether 
his childhood had a very strong 
bearing on the way he con- 
ducts himself in the ring, or if 
he is so intense because of 
other reasons. I suppose that’s 
something we may never 
know. 

To Buzz Sawyer, winning at 
all costs is the important thing. 
Buzz is the complete opposite 









































of Killer Brooks, by the way. 
He’s totally opposite from 
Brooks from the standpoint that 
I think money to Buzz Sawyer is 
secondary. I really don’t be- 
lieve -that Sawyer is nearly as 
interested in the money as he 
is in defeating somebody, in 
putting somebody’s shoulders 
down or making him submit. 

I suspect ‘Sawyer's intense 
determination may be because 
he is not physically as tall as 
many of the competitors in 
most sports, although he does 
have that great bulk and his 
great strength. 

Whether Sawyer's relatively 
small size had a bearing early 
in his amateur career, I don't 
know, but it may have been the 
reason he developed such a 
tremendous desire to pin peo- 
ple, to defeat them. 

A lot of people say, “How 
can you put up with his 
rantings and ravings?” True, 
Buzz is a tremendously emo- 


tional young man, but I see 
something in him. I’m not quite 
sure what it is that I see in him, 
but I do see some signs of 
greatness in this man. I think if 


Above: Wearing a headgear to cover his cli 








pped hair, Sawyer shares’ his views with the 
nation. Left: Sawyer is blinded by his own blood but is not to be stopped. Below: The 
Sawyer-Rich feud, fueled by the intensity of both competitors, lasted months. 


he can work out what I believe 
to be his emotional problems, 
that greatness may be evident 
to: everyone. 











Dick Murdoch is one of 
those rare individuals who can, 
I believe, touch the hearts and 
minds of any person in 
America. 

He typifies part of the 
idealogical swing of this nation. 
This country became quite 
conservative over the past few 
years, particularly with the re-. 
sults of the. last presidential 
election. In choosing Ronald 
Reagan, I believe the people of 
this country most certainly dis- 
played a conservative swing in 
attitude. 

Murdoch is, in my opinion, 
very, very conservative in his 
political views, but I feel that 
his personality is such that that 
fact hasn’t alienated him from 
many younger people who are 
wrestling fans. That might not 


have been the case 15 years 
. ago, and it’s part of the reason 
why I said earlier that he can 
touch the hearts and minds of 


anyone. 

Murdoch was, of course, a 
member of the United States 
Marine Corps. He has a very 
deep respect for the flag, for 
service, for duty to country. 
These are all qualities that this 
country for a while seemed to 
get away from in a very real 
sense. Certainly, over the last 
10 years or more, we at least 
intellectualized ourselves away 
from it. 

But Dick can appeal to peo- 
ple both emotionally and intel- 
lectually, and this is a very im- 
portant ingredient in his 
success. He has that uncanny 
ability to reach people, and 
when he does reach them, it’s 
on a very deep, very real level. 

In the ring, he’s an: unortho- 
dox competitor, and I think 
that’s because he thinks in an 
unorthodox manner, of course 
with the exception of that deep 



















































Top right: Murdoch spreads his conserva- 
tive views. Above: Murdoch frees himself 
from Ivan Koloff's bearhug with an elbow. 
Right: “Capt. Redneck's” matches with Ko- 
loff are both athletic and political events... 
vein of conservatism that flows 
: through him. Certainly his 
views have made him not only 
the kind of person he is, but 
the kind of competitor he is. 

People often forget that a 
man’s personal beliefs can 
wholly affect his style inside 
that wrestling ring. I think when 
you look to Dick Murdoch, 
you’re seeing a classic exam- 
ple of a man who is able to 
remind people of the fact that 
such a relationship within an 
athlete does exist. 

Dick is a staunch believer in 
the basic principles on which 
this country was founded. I 
seem to Keep repeating it, but 
it’s so basic to Dick’s personal- 
ity, I find it hard not to contin- 
ually drive -thë point home. 
These days you might consider 
Dick to be a frontiersman, if 
you will. 3 

Dick Murdoch is probably 
one of the last truly rugged in- 
dividualists left in this country. 
















Believe it or not, and many 
fans may not accept this, but I 
recognize The ‘Iron Sheik as 
perhaps one of the greatest 
wrestlers I have ever known. 
The man is just as dangerous as 
he can be in the ring. Physi- 
cally he is a bear. 
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Unfortunately, through past 
associations, The Iron Sheik has 
not only become unpopular as 
an individual, but I think that 
many of his political views have 
become extremely unpopular 
as well. 

When I speak about Dick 





Murdoch, I usually point out 
that he represents a conserva- 
tive trend in this country’s na- 
tional character, and I believe 
The Iron Sheik is very antago- 
nistic toward this vein of con- 
servatism. It is no doubt a great 
part of the reason why there is 





so much tension and friction 
between Murdoch and Sheik. 

What upsets many people 
about The Iron Sheik is that he 
takes advantage of some of the 
very basic precepts of this 
country. . 

One alternative, of course, 
would be to react in a totally 
negative sense to this man. A 
lot of people would want this to 
be the prevailing attitude to- 
ward The Iron Sheik. What 
these people must understand 
is that if we adopted that atti- 
tude, then we would be de- 
stroying our own national foun- 
dation of freedom of speech. 

It becomes an annoying 
problem, because The Iron 
Sheik does take advantage that 
we allow people to come out 
in public and speak openly 
about our country, about our 
system, about our way of life. 
We allow free speech to occur 
all the time, of course, and we 
must realize that The Iron Sheik 
is just a single voice among 
many divergent points of view. 

Unfortunately, The Tron 
Sheik’s chosen field happens to 
be professional wrestling, so 
wrestling fans and professionals 
alike will just have to leam to 
live with his abrasive point of 


view. I don’t see much that can 

be done about it. i 
Frankly, what I’d like to see 

is somebody get in a good 


sound drubbing on The Iron 
Sheik and maybe he'd tire of 
the United States and go back 
to his Iran. 
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Tony Atlas is a man I admire 
a great deal. 

What can you say about a 
guy who came from rather ob- 
scure beginnings and has dedi- 
cated his life to getting himself 
‘in superb condition? He’s a 
great athlete who combines 
natural God-given talents with 
tremendous dedication and an 
incredible amount: of self-sacri- 
fice. That’s how he’s built him- 
self into what he is today. 

I can’t think of another man 
in professional wrestling who 
has spent more time in the gym 
pumping iron and building his 
body to its current proportions. 

Of course, other wrestlers 
have strong, muscular builds. 
Hacksaw Butch Reed, for ex- 
ample, is a very muscular 
young man. Precious Paul Eller- 

~ing has spent many hours in 
the gym, and he has several 
weightlifting titles to prove it. 

But I don’t think anyone is 
going to argue with me when I 
say that Tony Atlas is without 
peer in the world of profes- 
sional wrestling with regard to 
his bodybuilding skills, and his 
past record as a Mr. U.S.A. title- 
holder-will also bear me out on 
that point. 

One point I would like to 
bring up about Tony is that I 
believe he has at times been 
perhaps a little bit ill-equipped 
to handle the success and the 
notoriety that he has achieved. 

I don’t mean that in a deroga- 
tory sense at all. You see it with 
so many great athletes who are 
suddenly thrust into the lime- 
light of national or international 
fame. It’s a very difficult thing 
for people to handle, and Tony 
occasionally has problems with 
it. 

But for the most part, when 
Tony comes out and I talk to 























































Former Mr. U.S.A Tony Atlas is obviously a 
dedicated bodybuilder, but he is an equally 
dedicated wrestler. Atlas’ own pysche could 
be the determining factor in whether he be- 
comes champion. 


him on the air, or when I’m 
talking to Tony privately, he is 
one of the most genuine per- 
sons I have ever known in my 
life. He is.straightforward, mod- 
est, and totally honest. 

Tony also has that one strong 
desire that I think supersedes 
everything else: he does want 
to become the first black 
heavyweight champion. I for 
one hope he achieves that 
goal, because he certainly de- 
serves it. He is a great, great 
athlete and a great person. 
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Most people are aware, I’m 
sure, that for a number of 
years, Dusty Rhodes and Dick 
Murdoch traveled as. The 
Outlaws. 

That’s an important designa- 
tion, because I believe that 
Rhodes and Murdoch were, if 
you will, the folk hero type out- 
laws. Indeed, you don’t even 
hear of. people being called 
outlaws anymore. The word 
“outlaw” has a certain connota- 
tion to it. The name “outlaw” 
has a permanency in the his- 
tory books of the United States, 
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Above: When Dusty tells the world he’s going to do something, it 
invariably gets done. Below: The Rhodes-Ric Flair rivalry is an 
interesting contrast of wrestling styles and lifestyles. 


as opposed to thieves, murder- 
ers, and the like. Outlaws had a 
different distinction, one of ro- 
manticism and individualism. 

Dusty Rhodes is certainly,,an 
individual, and he’s been so all. 
his life. He has that fantastic 
charisma that some people 
have and some people don't. 
Dusty has it. 

Dusty is the kind of a man 
who, at eight years old, could 
do the roughing on the plumb- 
ing of a house. Early in life, he 
worked down in the ditches 
with a friend by the name of 





T.C. Lee. Years ago, it was T.C. 
Lee who told Dusty, “Man, you 
say you want to go for the 
American dream? You could 
be the American dream!” T.C. 
Lee gave Dusty inspiration, and 
it was from him that the “Amer- 
ican Dream” designation came 
from, and Dusty has lived by 
that- all of his life. 

Athletically speaking, many 
people dont realize that 
Rhodes was a hell of a. short- 
stop in high school and col- 
lege. He was offered pro base- 

(Continued on page 39) 
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DUSTY RHODES 


(Continued from page 34) 





Above left: Dick Murdoch and Rhodes, a fearsome tag team years ago as The Outlaws, still 
join forces from time to time. Above right: Dusty shows The Iron Sheik how tough 
Americans come, in a Texas Bullrope Match. Below: Rhodes, whose sensitive skin makes 
him extremely susceptible to cutting, pounces on a fallen Ole Anderson. 








ball and pro football contracts. 
He had great opportunities in 
just about any pro sport he 
might have wanted. 

I think this is where the out- 
law phrase comes into play, 
because Dusty was not too 
happy with team regimen and 
team discipline. He was always 
an individual thinker and an 
original thinker. í 

Its this attittude, of course, 
that brought him into the sport 
that allows individualism in its 
entirety. Because when you 
step into that ring you can't 
blame anybody but yourself for 


“the victory or the loss, provid- 


ing there’s no outside 
interference. 

So Dusty, an outlaw by virtue 
of his original thinking, has cho- 
sen the sport where he deter- 
mines his own regimen, and it 
has brought him a great deal of 
success. He has twice held the 
NWA World heavyweight 
championship. I would look for 
him to hold it on a third occa- 
sion for sure. 
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There is no denying Zbyszko's wrestling 
proficiency. Above: Zbyszko leans forward 
to exert more pressure on Tommy Rich’s 
head. Below: Larry applies an armbar on 
Joe Lightfoot. Opposite right: Zbyszko’s ab- 
dominal stretch on Rich is virtually 
unbreakable. 





























According to Solie, Zbyszko’s greatest asset is his mouth. 


You know, Larry Zbyszko re- 
minds me of what I’ve said so 
many times about wrestling, 
that it’s human chess at it’s very 
best. Certainly this man is the 
classic example of that axiom. 

If you pay attention to Zbys- 
zko’s style, you'll notice that 
when he goes into the ring he’s 
not simply going into the ring, 
loosening up a little bit in the 
comer, waiting for the bell, and 
turning around and facing his 
opponent. 

Zbyszko comes toward the 
ring and before he even gets to 
the ring he’s already got the 
referee engaged- in conversa- 
tion. He’s complaining, “Hey, 
the guy’s not in his comer,” 
or,““Wait a minute, man, better 
check out his shoes.” No mat- 
ter what the complaint may be, 
Zbyszko has always got some- 
thing going all the time 
verbally. 

His style here goes beyond 
the norm, and what he’s doing, 
in my opinion, is creating prob- 
lems for the referee and creat- 
ing problems for his opponent. 
At the same time, the crowd 
picks up on the fact that here 
he is coming in and starting to 
verbalize already, before he 
even climbs through those ring 


ropes, and consequently he 
very quickly assumes domina- 
tion of the tone and pace of the 
match. Just by virtue of his ver- 
balizing, he is able to get ev- 
erybody upset and set them 
off-guard. 

I can see where his oppo- 
nent would listen to Zbyszko 
complaining, and even though 
anything he’s complaining 
about may not be valid, it’s 
enough to take away your train 
of thought. It destroys that 
power of concentration, and it 
can cost a wrestler the match. 

Coupled with this attitude, 
the man is unquestionably a su- 
perior wrestler, there’s just no 
question about that. He’s a 
great athlete and a great 
competitor. 

Again, of course, there’s the 
issue of the National heavy- 
weight title. The NWA is look- 
ing into the situation with the 
championship, and I thought 
his methodology in getting the 
title was reprehensible. But un- 
til such time as a ruling is made 
by the NWA, Zbyszko will re- 
tain the championship, unless 
somebody can beat him. 

He is a tough dude, he really 
is, and his past won-lost record 
certainly proves it. 
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KILLER BROOKS 


In just about all sports, you 
can find an individual like Killer 
Brooks. Professional -athletes 
are paid very well, and the 
high level of salaries will occa- 
sionally attract a man to the. 
sport whose interest is not 
competition but pure greed. 
It’s terrible, but I’m afraid you 
can look at a man like Brooks 
and you can find him in any 
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other sport. at 

Killer Brooks is kind of what I 
consider to be the spoiler of 
the sport from the standpoint 
that he really doesn’t care 
about skills in the ring or the 
challenge of athletic compe- 
tition, and he certainly makes 
no bones about it. 

I would imagine that this guy 
probably subscribes to Soldier 





of Fortune magazine. He’s a to- 
tal mercenary. He is not terribly 
concerned about what happens 
to. his opponents. He goes out 
there and he only looks at one 
thing: the purse at the end of 
the match and how much 
money he’s going to get out of 


Tat 


He has openly said it before 
and he'll say it to anybody: 

















He’s a mercenary, pure and 
simple. I don’t think he cares 
being seen as such. But as long 
as there is so much money in- 
volved in the sport of profes- 
sional wrestling, and as long as 
so many divergent personalities 
are attracted to the wrestling 
ring, we will always have men 
like Killer Brooks who hire 
themselves out for a price. 

It’s a strange scenario to 
imagine, but if somebody like 
Tommy Rich or Johnny Rich or 
Brett Wayne were to go to 
Brooks—and I don’t think they 
ever would—but if they were to 
go to him and say, “Hey look, 
we'd like to put Zbyszko out of 
action,” I*;think Brooks would 
tum on Zbyszko in an instant, 
as long as the right amount of 
money was there. 

That’s one of the real dan- 
gers of getting involved with a 
man like Brooks, the fact that 
he could tum on you in an in- 
stant, and if Larry Zbyszko has 
half the brains I believe him to 
have, he’s got to be thinking 
about that possibility, at least in 
the back of his mind. 

Killer Brooks has, in my opin- 
ion, absolutely no morality 
about him. 


Above left: Brooks stomps Atlas unmercifully. Above: Solie considers Brooks a wrestling 
mercenary. Below: Brooks won the National title from Paul Orndorff and sold it to Larry 
Zbyszko. 




















































In many ways, Precious Paul 
Ellering has everything going 
for him. He combines super- 
powerful muscles with a very 
clever mind. He was a world 
record holder in weightlifting at 
one point in his career. 

Yet there’s a streak in Eller- 
ing that I find difficult to ex- 
plain. He’s been on television 
analyzing matches with me, 
and he'll really be putting 
down people in the ring. Yet 
when those same people come 
over to the interview area, he 
turns around and says, “Gee 
whiz, great match, you were 
fantastic!” 

It’s a curious fact about Eller- 
ing that he is very intelligent, 
he does have a tremendous 
knowledge of the stock market, 
of international investment mar- 
kets, but he’s also very incon- 
sistent in what he says and 
does from one moment to an- 
other. At times it can be a'very 
subtle difference, and you may 
‘have to really be looking for it 
in order to see it. 

I believe Ellering has got a 
definite split personality. I’m 
not a psychologist or a psychia- 
trist, so I guess I’m not quali- 
fied to say he’s schizoid, but if 
you talk about somebody who 
does have a split personality, 
Ellering certainly has it. 

And Ellering is not only him- 
self dangerous in the ring, but I 
think the. fact that he is dab- 
bling in management now 


=". means he is liable to produce 


some very dangerous teams. 
The team of Am Anderson and 
„Matt Borne, for example: I 
would have to, consider them 
one of the most potent forces 
in wrestling today. You’ve got 
an interesting combination 
there, and both men have a 
mean streak in them. Anderson 
is a big, massive individual who 












i a 


in a sense really carries on the 
Anderson tradition. It seems 
like that whole Anderson clan 
thinks as one when it comes to 
a basic mean streak. In boxing 
they call it killer instinct, and I 
suppose that’s what it is in any 


Above left: Ellering won’t give Brett 


sport. Some guys have it and 
some guys don’t. Anderson 
seems to have it. 

Bome is the lighter of the 
two, and he couples that mean 
streak he has with some great 
speed and some great finesse 





Wayne a chance to recover outside the ring. Above 
right: Precious Paul reads a fan’s card over the air. Below left: Solie feels Ellering can guide 
Am Anderson and Matt Borne (crouching) to the National tag team championship. Below 
right: Paul is in his glory as he lowers an opponent to his knees. 





in the ring. I do have to con- 
sider them a top threat to the 
National tag team champion- 
ship, and the management of 
Ellering should provide them 
with some extra added push to 
go all the way the top. 
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I would have to say about 
Ric Flair that he is probably 
one of the finest NWA champi- 
ons we have ever had. 

I would certainly put Flair in 
the same category as: former 
world champions Dory Funk Jr. 
and Jack Brisco. Flair is the 
consummate athlete, and he al- 
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ways keeps himself in fantastic 
physical condition. 

What is- really important 
about Flair is that he has been 
an incredibly active champion. 
He has traveled all around the 
world and wrestled literally 
hundreds of opponents. He’s 
taken on the very best that any- 








body anywhere has to offer, 
and he has always emerged 
victorious. 

One thing about Ric Flair is 
that there are times when peo- 
ple become very ‘upset about 
his flamboyancy, and certainly 
Flair has a great willingness to 
flaunt what he has won and 























Top right: Flair’s playboy image is for real, 
but the NWA belt is the most important 
thing in his life. Above: Ric elbowsmashes 
Dusty Rhodes. Right: A headlock saps Greg 
Valentine’s energy. 


what he has earned by virtue of 
holding the NWA title. He 
wears a $10,000 Rolex watch, 
for example. Flair doesn’t mind 
flaunting that sort of thing. 

It is also very important for 
people to understand the na- 
ture of the individual. In Ric 
Flair we have a guy who very 
easily could have sat back in 
life and still had it all. His par- 
ents are extremely wealthy. He 
went to private schools all his 
life. He was sought after by 
about nine different major uni- 
versities, and he finally wound 
up going to the University of 
Minnesota. 

The point is that Ric could 
have had his choice of profes- 
sions. He could_have laid back 
in the lap of luxury, could have 
gone into a dozen other profes- 
sions not nearly as demanding 


as the one that he has chosen. 
But Flair made the courageous 
and difficult decision to enter 
into professional wrestling, and 
he’s been capable enough to 
make it all the way to the top. 

When Flair gets out there 
and says that he is the best, 
he’s got the 10 pounds of gold 



























around his waist to prove it. 
Anybody who thinks that Flair 
isn’t the best is more than wel- 
come to challenge him. 
Flair.has pretty well taken on 
and tried everybody, and ‘he is 
stil NWA champion. Regard- 
less of what people think of 
him, he is the best. 
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JOHN STUDD 


(Continued from page 12) 


es 


The resourceful Bob Backlund pushed off the ropes with his legs to escape Studd’s 
backbreaker (above). Manager Fred Blassie has last-minute instructions for his 6°10” super- 


Star (opposite page). 


air and almost bodyslammed 
you. 

Almost only counts in horse- 
shoes and hand grenades; 


buddy, and judging by your 


face, it looks like you’ve 
been hit with both. The key 
word here is almost. Butch 
Reed is almost a wrestler, 
you know. So what? Pm 
talking about full bodyslams 
here, not “I almost lifted 
him up in the air.” What 
kind of talk is that? That’s 


like saying, “I almost won 


that match.” That also 
means, “‘I lost that match.” 
Butch Reed is a loser, and 
so is everyone who tries to 
slam me. It can’t be done, 
so anyone who tries will 
have to lose. 

Fred Blassie put up a lot of 
money in a bodyslam chal- 
lenge here in the WWF. 
That’s right, he put up an- 
other $500 each time some- 
body failed to slam me. The 





pot grew nice and fat, and it 
didn’t take long to grow, ei- 
ther. Everybody wanted to 
try and slam mé, but they 
couldn’t do it. 
Gorilla Monsoon almost did 
it, but there was interference 
from... 
There you go again using 
that word “almost.” It’s 
meaningless, don’t you un- 
derstand? I don’t care who 
“almost’’. did anything, Did 
anybody succeed? Has any- 
body done it? No! 
What “about Andre the 
Giant? : 
What about him? He didn’t 
slam me, all he ever did to 
me was steal $5,000 and 
throw it to the wrestling fans 
in the audience. That was 
theft, pure and simple. I’ve 
asked him nicely to repay 
the money he stole, but he 
refused. He’s had his 
chance, I asked him nicely, 
but now I’m going to have 
to take it back myself, in 
(Continued on page 54) 
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flesh and blood if I have to. 
Q: Why are you so bitter about 
‘men like Andre and Reed? 
A: Bitter? Do I sound ‘bitter? 
I’m not bitter at all, I’m just 
disgusted that these people 
consider themselves to be 
stars of the sport. I mean 
just look at Andre. Can he 
do anything? Of course not, 
he has no maneuvers, no 
moves, no holds. All he 
does is stand there with his 
blubber hanging out, his 
ugly face hanging in the air, 
and maybe he throws his 
opponent into the ropes, but 
does he come back with a 
maneuver or a hold? No! 
What does he’ do? He hits 
them in the face. or chest 
with his foot. Good move, 
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JOHN STUDD 


(Continued from page 53) 


Andre, PIL bet it took you 
years to learn that kind of 
precision timing. 

Q: You don’t hide your sarcasm 
well. 

A: I don’t have to. You see, I 
am a wrestler, Andre is a 
freak. I use moves and ma- 
neuvers. I- have the most 
devastating backbreaker in 
the entire sport.:I have head- 
locks and chinlocks that no 

, man can break. I use flying 
elbowsmashes. I use the 
ropes. I fly at my opponent 
from the top turnbuckle. 
Just try jand remember the 
last time you saw that ugly 
mess Andre do any of those 
things. You know what? 
You can’t, because he’s 
never done them. 





Butch Reed was able to lift Studd off his feet, but was not able to bodyslam the 364- 
pounder (above). Studd leaps from the tumbuckles at Blackjack Mulligan, one of the few 








Andre does use the flying 
bodypress on occasion. 


A: No he doesn’t, he just falls 


on his opponents. You’ve 
never seen him use the ropes 
at all. He’s so grossly fat the 
ring would probably col- 
lapse. You know, there’s a 
big difference between being 


a giant in wrestling and be-. 


ing an obese, disgusting blob 
of blubber. I am the only 
giant in wrestling, and An- 
dre is simply the most dis- 
gusting man in wrestling. 


The fans don’t think so, 
they support Andre every- 
where he goes. 

So the fans are stupid, what 
can I tell you? They’ve got 
to be stupid, because they 
haven’t recognized the great- 
ness that is John Studd. 
When they do, then they’ll 
understand and realize how 
ridiculous Andre the Giant 
is. They’ll know the truth. 
They’ll know once and for 
all that the only true giant in 
wrestling is John Studd. 
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RARE BACK ISSUES 


Here is a once in a lifetime opportunity to complete your collections of the 
finest wrestling magazines ever published. Many of the rare back issues listed 
below have not been offered for sale in years and we can offer them to you now 
only because a very limited number of each issue were recently uncovered 
during the move to our new warehouse. Some of the copies are not in perfect 
condition. But all are readable and intact. All sales are final and no refunds or 


rs. exchanges will be made. 
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$5 each 


Special Bargain Price: 
Any Five Issues For $20 
pale eh ciated De ch 


l T.V. SPORTS, INC. 
BOX 48 
l ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 


l Please send me the rare back issues | have checked. | am enclosing $5.00 for EACH copy 
I am ordering, which includes all shipping and postage charges. 


j NAME 
| ADDRESS 
l city STATE ZIP 


I BE SURE TO LIST SUBSTITUTE CHOICES 


In case you are sold out of the issues | have checked, | will accept any of the following rare back issues 
l as substitutes. 











Substitute #1 


l Substitute #2 Substitute #4 AAE CEN a ee 
l For fastest delivery payment should be made by money order. Allow an additional 2 weeks for delivery when payment is I 
made by personal check. While we will accept cash payments; it must be understood that we are not responsible for cash 

I sent through the mail. Do not send coins! 


l Prices effective in U.S. and Canada. U.S. funds only. : I 


Substitute #3 
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DR. A. S. MAKES HIS PATIENTS 


E TALLER 


By the use of traction the doctor claims to INCREASE THE HEIGHT of his 
i Patients by SEVERAL INCHES... .(From reports in recent national news 
papers.) 





Dr. R.L. reports contributing to the INCREASE IN HEIGHT of his patients, 
between the ages Bt 18 to 25 by as much as 3%”. (From the annales of Phys 
ical Medicine! 


“MAN GROWS to 40 and sometimes 50" according to late Curator of Phys 
ical Anthropology of the Smithsonian Institute. Some facts recently con. 
firmed by Washington Doctor. 


“The Influence of Exercise on Growth” revealed by U.S. Surgeon. {From 
the Journal of Gkperimental Medicine) A controlled group experiment 


“GAINS IN HEIGHT and weight as a result of experiments on 
boys from 12 to 17,"" Studies in Physical Development and 
Posture. (From U.S. Public Health Bulletin.) 








Me. C.A, claims and testifies to HEIGHT INCREASE of 115" 
at age of 54. 


Mr. A.S. writes 10 leading newspaper how father INCREASEO 
HEIGHT by 1%”. 









Medical literature reveals SPINAL GROWTH can be inter 
rupted by excessive prestures and if deformity can be 
corrected, provided that they have not been «reversibly dam 
aged - GROWTH WILL RESUME... N.Y. Academy of 
Medicine. 


SHORT STATURED? 


If you are SHORT STATURED regardless of your age 
and want to kndw the facts about Short Stat 
Increase in adults and youngsters and what Sci 
in this field or if you are a parent who i ‘about 
your childs GROWTH AND STATURE, we strongly urge you 
to get the three (3) volumes listed below. It could be the most 
important step in your lite, 








3 Important Volumes 
Vol. | —Case & Medical Histories.. $5.00 
Vol. Il —Vitamins, Glands & Growth $5.00 
Vol. IN —Exercises & Movements... $5.00 


ACT NOW! 
Or — get all THREE for just $12.00 


Physical Culture Products, 
Dept. (VST-53) Box 1548 
Pompano Beach, Fla. 33060 


SLIM INCHES AWAY IN 
THE AMAZING NEW 


BoDY TAPER-TRIM SHIRT 


Puts power in your sex 
appeal as it reshapes you to 
more manly “tapered” 
proportions! 

SMOOTHES TORSO 

UILDS CHEST 
* STRAIGHTENS BACK 
LIMS ABDOMEN 

CINCHES WAIST 
* FLATTENS BULGES 
Extra-light, extra-comfortable 
long line undershirt puts 
power net LYCRA SPANDEX 
& NYLON to work providing 
firm, smooth control from 
chest to lower abdomen, 
Smoothes out bulges and 
trims you with unprecedented 
built-in slimming-power. Worn 
as an undershirt, it works 
to keep you in shape. 
Completely machine 
washable. White only. 


INSTANTLY HOLDS $1299 
STOMACH IN! 







ee ee ee ee 
R. S. Sales, Dept. 8147 

1626 N. Wilcox, Hollywood, Ca. 90028 

My chest is inches. (Exhale & measure chest.) 
SIZES: [] S (34-36), [] Med. (38-40), [] Lg. (42-44), 
[]_ XL (46-48), C] 2XL 50-52. Add $1.50 for postage 
& handling, 6% Sales Tax. For COD send $4.00 de- 
posit. Allow 2 to 6 weeks for delivery. Worn, soiled 
or damaged items are nonreturnable. 

Name. 
Address. 


City. State. Zip. 
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Mr. Wrestling II lies unconscious on the mat 
after being kicked by Mr. Olympia. Wrestling 
Il is among the wrestlers charging Olympia 
with using a` foreign object in his boot. 


pleased that he was forced into 
the match.” 

There’s a major controversy 
throwing the. Mid-South area into 
complete turmoil, and it’s all due 
to the actions of Mr. Olympia. 

Mr. Wrestling Il, Tiger Conway, 
Hacksaw Butch Reed, and other 
fan favorites have accused Mr. 
Olympia of using a foreign object 
to defeat his opponents. They say 
that Olympia’s manager, Gèn. 
Skandor Akbar, 
masked wrestler the weapon, then 
distracts the referee while Olym- 
pia puts the weapon to its no- 
good use. It seems that Olympia 
places this weapon in his boot, 
kicks his opponent in the head 
and renders him unconscious. 

Officials in the area have 
claimed that no action can be 


(Continued from page 10) 


hands. the 


„taken against Olympia until he is 


caught in the act of exchanging 
weapons with Akbar. 

Some people have said that a 
wrestling referee has an easy job, 
but Dallas-Fort Worth area ref- 
eree Bronco Lubich wouldn't 
agree at all with that assessment. 

During an NWA title match be- 
tween Ric Flair and Kevin Von 
Erich, Lubich was knocked to the 
mat. Flair aimed a flying elbow- 
smash at Kevin, who dodged out 
of the way. Lubich was the recipi- 
ent of that elbowsmash and is 
currently in the hospital with six 
broken ribs. 

“I never: knew what hit me,” 
Lubich told Wrestling Superstars. 
“All of a sudden | was out cold. 
When | came to, | had this incred- 
ible pain in my side. When | tried 
to move, the pain shot right 
through my body like a hot knife. | 
knew right there that | was in 
pretty big trouble, but the hospital 
has been treating me well. 

“I don’t blame Flair or Von 

















Erich for this,” Lubich said. “Ref- 
ereeing wrestling matches is not 
the cakewalk people think it to be. 
Some of our occupational haz- 
ards, as you can see, are pretty 
severe!” 

Greg Gagne and his father, 
Verne, are on opposite sides of 
an important AWA issue. 


Verne and his good friend Mað 4., 


Dog Vachon wanted AWA officials 
to rescind the ban that prevents 
Sheik Adnan Al-Kaissie and 


Crusher Blackwell from wrestling 
in the AWA. (Blackwell has since 
moved to the St. Louis area, 
where he defeated Kerry Von 
Erich for the Missouri state title.) 


Veme Gagne’s hatred for the Sheiks has 
caused problems between him and his son, 
Greg. 


AWA President Stanley Black- 
burn said that the Sheiks de- 
manded a match with Greg 
Gagne and Jim Brunzell before 
they would agree to return to the 
AWA. Verne told Blackburn. that 
such a match would be all right 
with Greg and Jim—as long as 
the Sheiks returned to the area so 
he could settle some scores. 

But Greg is upset that his fa- 
ther agreed to the deal without 
consulting him first. “I love my fa- 
ther and respect him, but I’m very 
surprised that he would have 
done something: like this. His ha- 
tred for the Sheiks must be 
deeper than | thought.” 

















THE OFFICIAL 
werrestlin 


ILLUSTRATED 


T-SHIRT 


The famous Pro Wrestling Illustrated T-shirt—the same 
shirt worn by some of wrestling’s top superstars—is now available 
to wrestling fans, too. These high-quality, silk-screened ‘shirts 
are a fashion blend of 50% comfortable cotton and 50% long-wearing 
polyester. The official Pro Wrestling Illustrated T-shirt comes 
in crimson-red with white lettering. Only $7 each. 








Send To: TV SPORTS 
Box 48 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


$7 EACH 


Quantity Ordered Size 


small 





medium 
large 





extra large 


Please send me _______ Pro Wrestling Illustrated T-shirts. 
l enclose $7 for each shirt ordered. 


NAME 
ADDRESS 








STATE 





Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery 








THE 
ORIGINAL 


BOXING 
ILLUSTRATED 


WRESTLING 
NEWS 


ONLY $5 EACH 


All the back issues of the original BOXING 
ILLUSTRATED-WRESTLING NEWS listed for 
sale in this ad were edited and published by 
'#® Stanley Weston, who founded the magazine in 
1958 and sold his interests in 1964. Each issue 
contains an exciting wrestling section, cram- 
packed with thrilling photos and award- 
winning stories. No wrestling fan can call his 
magazine collection complete without these 
back issue treasures. Remember, these back 
issues have not been available to the public for 
over 15 years, although many have been sold 
by private collectors for as much as $75 a copy. 
Naturally, the supply is limited, so order today 
and avoid disappointment. > 
ALL SALES FINAL. NO EXCHANGES OR 
REFUNDS CAN BE MADE. 


BOXING ILLUSTRATED 
WRESTLING NEWS 


Feb. 1959 Nov. 1962 
April 1959 Dec. 1962 
May 1959 Feb. 1963 
June 1959 June 1963 
Aug. 1959 Sept. 1963 
Sept. 1959 Nov. 1963 
Mar. 1962 Feb. 1964 
April 1962 Mar. 1964 
Aug. 1962 








































































































SEND TO: $5 EACH 
T.V. SPORTS 

BOX 48 : 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 
11571 


Please rush the issues of BOXING 
ILLUSTRATED/WRESTLING NEWS checked. 
I am enclosing $5 for EACH copy. 

PRINT YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CLEARLY 





NAME 





ADDRESS 





CITY 





STATE ZIP 


For all orders except the United States and Canada you 
must add one dollar (US) for every back issue ordered for 
boat mail, and two dollars (US) for every back issue ordered 
airmail. U.S. FUNDS ONLY. Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 





STEVE O 


(Continued from page 22) 


best at any of the things he does? 

“He can’t cut it as a wrestler,” 
Jesse Ventura said. “If he could, 
do you think he’d be wasting his 
time “playing referee? He doesn’t 
have the talent, the skill, or the 
drive. You’ve gotta want it, you 
know? You've gotta want to drag 
yourself into the gym and train, 
you've gotta want to keep learning. 





a 


“Most of all, you’ve gotta want 
to win. Olsonoski doesn’t have a 
goal, he has no direction. So why 
should he want to win? Eventually,’ 


he'll lose interest in wrestling and™ 


get lost. All he’s doing is taking up 
space. He should get out of it.” 
The legendary Verne Gagne feels 
Olsonoski has to make a choice. It 
was Gagne who first spotted 
Olsonoski and helped him get his 
start in wrestling. ‘‘The first time | 
spoke to him was while he was in 
college,” the former AWA cham- 


pion said. “I was not only im- 
pressed by his wrestling skills, but 
by the fact that he did so much— 


football, wrestling, baseball, 
hockey, and he. was a great 
student. 


“I wondered, though, if he would 
fulfill the potential he obviously 
had. You can’t let anything stand 
in your way. You must. have sin- 





saath 


Steve finds that he can’t escape from Blackwell’s headlock by lifting the 474-pounder off 
his feet. 


gularity of purpose, you can’t let 
anything get in your way. It’s tough 
when you want to do other things, 
and even tougher when you can be 
successful at all of them. He has to 
devote himself to something ... 
anything. He can be the best. He 
can be a champion wrestler, a re- 
spected referee, or a wealthy busi- 
nessman. All he has to do is apply 
himself to one career.” 

There are a lot of people out 
there who hope his choice is 
wrestling. 


























NO LESSONS! 
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Artist’s Conception 


NORTON PRODUCTS 
Dept. 564 P.0. Box 2012 
New Rochelle, NY 10802 


DRAW ANY PERSON 


in one minute! 


NO TALENT! 


New Amazing Invention 
—'Magic Art Reproduc- 
er." You can draw Your 
Family, Friends, ani- 
mals, landscapes, build-' 
ings, vases, bowls of 
fruit, copy photos, com- 
ics, designs, maps, any- 
thing — Like An ‘artist 
Even if You CAN'T 
DRAW A Straight Line! 
Anything you want to 
draw is automatically 
seen on any sheet of pa- 
per thru the ‘Magic Art 
Reproducer."' Then easi- 
ly follow the lines of 
the ‘Picture Image’? 
with a pencil for an 
original ‘professional 


looking’? drawing. Also 

enlarges. 
Send$4.98 plus.75¢ for 
shipping and handling. No 
C.0.D.'s, please. Money 
Back Guarantee if not 
satisfied. 


reduces or 

















IN FULL COLOR - SEALED IN PLASTIC 
ALL STATES & PROVINCES 
-FREE BIRTH CERTIFICATE — 
24-Hour Service + 
SEND $6.00, Nar 


$ Height, Weight, Hal 
3 Birthdat 
‘Order with ton CARDINAL PUBLISHING, DEPT, 405 


More Delalia-25° 2071 Emerson, Box 5200 » Jacksonvilie, Florida 32207 


Satellite TV 


Price Breakthru! 


Best Sat TV consumer/report manual 
available reveals lowest prices C 
plete microwave receivin, 

9. $29 
ceiver. Latest 1983 easy-to-understand 
info. on dozens of top rated sources, best 
prices on equipment, kits, 
11”, illustrated. $9.98 













EXP L'O S| VE 


\\\ POWER / 
\*\ IN YOUR / , 
HANDS & ARMS 


am 
yl Fist er 


1 
Start Instantly to Give you Sledge Hammer 
Striking Power and Strength. “Hammer Fists” 
weighted arm builders buckle on your wrists so you 
can wear them anytime at work or play. 


Reinforce Your Power. Build Your Strength. 
Silently, without any special effort, hour by hour, day 
by day your arms grow to new fearsome, sledge 
hammer, power. Just wearing “Hammer Fists” give 
you the proud masculine feeling that says ‘I can take 
care of myself.” 


WARNING “Hammer Fists” are intended only to im- 
prove the strength of the arms. They should not be 
worn during any fight, martial arts, boxing or physical 
contact sports. The weight added to the arm increases 
the danger of serious injury to an opponent. 


Order “Hammer Fists’ power packed weighted 
wristband. Use for 10 days. If you don't see im- 
mediate and growing improvements in the size and 
strength of your arms; if you don’t instantly feel more 
jowerful, more masculine, more capable, more 
fearless—You can return it for refund of the full pur- 
chase price. Send just $4.98 plus 75¢ shipping for 
‘one. ($8.98 plus $1.50 shipping for two). 
“Hammer Fist” Dept.26467 
P.OBox 1164,Bellmore,N.Y.11710 
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DICK THE BRUISER 


(Continued from page 15) 


usually wins his matches by a bru- 
tal combination of fists and fury. 

Most wrestling analysts feel that 
for Bruiser to even talk about him- 
self as having any kind of a ‘“‘style” 
is ridiculous in the first place. If the 
term ‘“‘brawling wrestler” ever ap- 
plied to anyone, it certainly applies 
to Dick the Bruiser. 






















Nevertheless, Bruiser has taken 
considerable exception to Greg 
Wojokowski’s wrestling. He feels 
that Wojokowski is treading on his 
territory. 

“Pm the man who raised brawl- 
ing to an art form, and I don’t like 
the fact that this guy Wojokookski 
comes in here and tries to copy my 














Bruiser has worked hard to build his reputa- 
tion in wrestling. And before Wojokowski is 
going to tread on that reputation, Bruiser is 
going to squeeze some sense into his head. 
Bruiser positions Greg for a headclaw. (op- 
posite left) and turns on the pressure 
(above). 


style,”’ said Bruiser. “Look, all-the 
fans know who the real brawling 
master in wrestling is. Just listen to 
the cheers when I stroll down that 
aisle to the ring. What happens 
when Wartjoke comes into the 
ting? Boos all around. The fans 
know, they understand.” 

Veteran wrestling observers feel 
that Dick «the Bruiser and 
Wojokowski wrestle in the same 
manner, but that there is no style 
involved. Brawling is simply a mat- 
ter of unleashing as much power in 
as little time possible against your 
opponent. 

Dick the Bruiser has built his ca- 
reer on it. Now Greg Wojokowski 
wants to capitalize on that career. 
$ “Tm not going to stand for it,” 
Bruiser continued. “I have to get 
rid of this man, I have to run him 
out of professional wrestling for 
good. He likes my style, does he? 

(Continued on page 64) 
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T.V. SPORTS, INC. 
Box 48 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


SPECIAL BONUS OFFER 
Any 10 Magazines Only $15 
Any 20 Magazines Only $25 









ONLY 
$2 EACH 


Please send me the back issues I've checked, Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. Print your 
name and address clearly. 


Number of Magazines Ordered Amount Enclosed $ 














Name 
Address Apt. 
City State Zip 








DO NOT USE OLD ORDER FORMS DO NOT ORDER ANY ISSUE NOT LISTED 
For all orders except the United States and Canada you must add one dollar (US) for every 
back issue ordered for boat mail, and two dollars (US) for every back issue ordered to be 
sent by air mail. 
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100 SKINNY? | 


Amazing New Hercuplan 
Guarantees 


_A NEW SHAPE 
& IN 30 DAYS 
<” OF pay nothing! 


tí 
You can't turn skin and bones into powerful 
muscles. Now add the weight you need to build 
those powerful muscles in 30 days. How? Simply 
take one-a-day HERCUPLAN tablets with our 
scientifically prescribed meals. Don't let poor 
eating habits rob you of a powerfully appealing 
body. 30 day HERCUPLAN Program must work 
for you, too, or simply return the HERCUPLAN 
label for full refund. Complete 30-day 
HERCUPLAN Program is now only $5.95. 
Special 60-day supply only $10.98. 

Add $1.00 for Express Delivery Service 

Send to: Rush Industries, Dept. HU79BC 
L 871 Willis Ave., Albertson, N.Y.11507 | 
eS 
















In Minutes... 
GET RID OF BLACKHEADS, 
WHITEHEADS, AND OTHER 


COMPLEXION PROBLEMS! 
Doctor formulated...Bio “Co N 
Masque-M.D. works like A 
magic! Attracts blackheads 
and other complexion pro- 
blems like a magnet. As it 
lifts out impurities freeing -_ 
clogged pores...restoring XȘ 
baby-smooth’, ‘baby-clear’ \\. 
skin. Developed by a 
doctor...proven on scores of delighted patients. 
and Now Available Without Prescription...Hear at 
last is a medically proven method that's effective, is 
hypo-allergenic, painless, and safe for all types of 
skin. Thrill to a fresher, smoother looking skin. Now 
you can have the skin you have always desired. 
————MONEY BACK GUARANTEE———— 
4 oz. Bottle only $4.98 Special! 3 Only.$11.98 

Add $1 00 for Express Delivery Service 
Send Today to: RUSH IND., iNC. - Dept. EP79BC 
71_Willis_ Avenue, Albertson, New York 11507 
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Great For Balding, Thinning, 
See-Thru Hair! 

Science has done it ...improved onnature...and 
found a way to give you thicker, fuller, longer 
looking hair IN JUST DAYS—so vital for a 
younger more vigorous appearance 

It is a scientific fact that your hair, like any 
natural fiber, can be impregnated to be strongér 
thicker and fuller. How? A newly developed hair 
thickener begins where nature left off. Gives new 
body to each individual hair, increases the width 
of each hair, for that LONGER, THICKER, FULLER 
APPEARANCE 

The following SCIENTIFIC LABORATORY 
PHOTOS show the effects of the Vitamin B5 
(Pathenol) and Proteins in Long’n Strong on split 
ends, and also show the thickened increase of the 


diameter of the hair. 
UP TO 15' 
Aja 


Sa \ 














LONG’n STRONG ALLOWS HAIR TO GROW LONGER, 
THICKER, HEALTHIER AND STRONGER 
MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
4 oz. Bottle $4.95 Special! 2 only $8.98. 
Send to: Rush Ind. Dept.KR79BC 
871 Willis Ave., Albertson, N.Y. 11507 





DICK THE BRUISER 


(Continued from page 63) 


Bruiser’s right fist opens a gash on Wojokowski’s forehead (above). The veteran brawler 
slams Greg’s head into the bell, opening the cut further (opposite top). Later, Bruiser foils 
Graham’s attempt to interfere on his wrestler’s behalf (opposite right). 


He wants to be me? Well, I have 
to destroy the man who wants to 
be me, I have to set an exampléfor 
every idiot who thinks he can copy 
my style in the ring. Nobody can 
copy my style and get away with it. 
There is only one Bruiser, and I’m 
Thee - 

Wojokowski laughed when he 
heard about Bruiser’s statements. 

“What an idiot!’ he howled. 
“He thinks I’m trying to copy his 
style? Wrong, Bruiser, very, very 





wrong! 

“Allow me to explain one little 
thing,” he continued. “I don’t 
copy anybody’s style. If anything, I 
take a style and improve on it. In 
fact my manager is Dr. Jerry Gra- 
ham Jr., and his father wrestled 
Bruiser many times. I know all 
about his style, I know all about 
his brawling. 

“The thing is, ’'ve improved on 
his style. Bruiser can think what he 
wants, but I don’t copy him. I 
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wouldn’t want to copy the style of 
a loser. Bruiser is a loser, and he 
always be. Pm a winner, and I’m 
headed straight for the top.” 
Greg Wojokowski may be aim- 
ing himself for a championship, 
but he’s going to have to muscle 
his way past the roadblock that 
Dick the Bruiser has erected before 
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F he gets anywhere- And Dick the 
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(Continued from page. 18) 
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really deserves a beating is Garvin 
himself. He should be ashamed to 
hide behind a frail little woman like 
Sunshine. It must make him’ feel 
very brave.” 


PLAYBOY BUDDY ROSE: “These 
hick fans up here in the Pacific 
Northwest should be honored to 
have me return to their area of the 








PLAYBOY BUDDY ROSE 


country. Im the man who came to 
New York and gained a worldwide 
reputation. I’m the -man who 
earned the respect of millions. of 
wrestling fans around the world 
simply by displaying my superior 
physique and wrestling skills. It will 
be a matter of just a few weeks 
before I completely rule this 


” 


area. 


























RATINGS 


ANALYSIS 





Every month, this column will tell fans how we go about 
rating more than 150 wrestlers in 14 different categories. It is 
a behind-the-scenes look at the most important—and 
respected—ratings system in the sport. This column is vital 
reading for all wrestling fans 








| 

i 

| vo MIGHT HAVE already looked at the new 

: ratings system on the two Pages that. follow. 
Considering that there are over 140 names on 
those two pages, the editors of Wrestling Super- 
stars felt that a page of “Ratings Analysis” would 
be a helpful guide. 

Every day’s mail invariably brings many ques- 
tions regarding our ratings. system. It is hoped that 
by instituting a “Ratings Analysis” page, we will 
be able to address your questions thoroughly. 

This, then, is the first installment of what will be 
a monthly feature in Wrestling Superstars. We 
hope you enjoy it. Future “Ratings Analysis” col- 
umns will explain various aspects of the ratings 
system. We hope to be able to clarify the actual 
rankings of individual wrestlers and the process by 
which those rankings are made. 


Who are_all these people, anyway? Prior to 
this issue, Wrestling Superstars rated wrestlers in 
only six categories: NWA, AWA, WWF, Tag 
Teams, Most Popular, and Most Hated. : 

Now, instead of six Categories, we’re presenting 
14! Most of these you're already familiar with, but 
a few might be new to you. A quick rundown 
follows: 

Top 10: This will be the top 10 wrestlers 
nationwide as chosen by the editors of Wrestling 
Superstars. Rankings will be made on the basis of 
ability, quality of opposition, and won-lost records 
for the past month. A wrestler need not be a 
champion to qualify. Regional considerations 
(whether a wrestler competes in Florida or- Chi- 
cago or wherever) do, not matter. 


Tag Teams: Again, a team does not neces- 
sarily have to hold championship belts in order to 
qualify for this ranking prepared by the editors. 
Some teams; such as The Freeebirds, are com- - 
prised of three members, so combined weights are 
calculated using all three members of the team. 

Most Popular, Most Hated: No change 
from our previous system of ratings. (A fuller ex- 
planation of how rankings are determined can be 
found above the ratings themselves.) 

NWA, AWA, WWF: No change from our 
previous system of ratings. NWA and AWA World 
champions Flair and Bockwinkel, and WWF titlist 
Backlund are listed along with the top 10 challeng- 
ers to their respective titles. 

Georgia, Florida, Mid-Atlantic, World 
Class, Northwest: These five areas are all 
affiliated with the NWA, the world’s largest wres- 
tling organization. The category “Northwest” refers 
to the Pacific Northwest, centered around Port- 
land, Oregon, and Seattle, Washington. Regional 
champions are rated number one, with the excep- 
tion of Florida. In that area, the Southern heavy- 
weight champion is rated number one and the 
Florida champion occupies the number two spot. 
Any future deviation from these standards will be 
explained in an accompanying “Ratings Analysis” 
page. 

Mid-South, Southwest: Neither of these 
areas recognizes either the NWA or the AWA 
World titles. In the Mid-South area, the number 
One position is occupied by the North American 
champion. In the Southwest area, the Southwest 
heavyweight champion sits atop the 10 rated 
grapplers. 
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_WRESTLI 


Ratings are based on won-lost records for the month, quality of opposition, and the inherent skill of each 
wrestler. These ratings are compiled by the editors and are universally recognized as official. 











x TAG TEAMS 
£ Ao ii 1—RICK STEAMBOAT & JAY YOUNGBLOOD 
x Combined Weight: 475 pounds i 

2—GREG GAGNE & JIM BRUNZELL a 
Combined Weight: 445 pounds 

3—TERRY ALLEN & BRAD ARMSTRONG 
Combined Weight: 474 pounds 

4—THE MASKED GRAPPLERS 










Dusty Rhodes 
























238, Hendersonville, TN 


NWA 
World Champion: 
RIC FLAIR 
243, Minneapolis, MN 
| 1—GREG VALENTINE 
; 243, Seattle, WA 
2—LARRY ZBYSZKO 
240, Pittsburgh, PA 
3—CRUSHER BLACKWELL 
474, Stone Mountain, GA 
4—DORY FUNK JR. 
244, Amarillo, TX 
5—SCOTT McGHEE 
220, Shipley, England 
6—RON BASS 
285, Pampa, TX 
1—BOB ARMSTRONG 
229, Marietta, GA 
8—DEWEY ROBERTSON 
247, Ontario, Canada 
9—TOMMY RICH 
238, Hendersonville, TN 


10—KEVIN VON ERICH 
254, Denton, TX 


320, Venice Beach, CA, 


Rick Martel Combined Weight: 520 pounds 
5—TED DiBIASE & MR. OLYMPIA 
TOP 1 0 Combined Weight: 487 pounds 
1-RIC FLAIR 6—RICK MARTEL 6—THE FREEBIRDS S 
243, Minneapolis, MN 236, Quebec City, Canada Combined Weight: 791 pounds* 
2—ANDRE THE GIANT 7—RODDY PIPER 1—THE SAMOANS 
497, Grenoble, France 231, Scotland Combined Weight: 598 pounds 
3—NICK BOCKWINKEL 8—BOB BACKLUND 8—DAVID & KEVIN VON ERICH 
245, Beverly Hills, CA -242, Princeton, MN Combined Weight: 501 pounds 
4—DUSTY RHODES 9—KERRY VON ERICH 9—STEVE KEIRN & STAN LANE 
302, Austin, TX 251, Denton, TX Combined Weight-479 pounds 
5—TOMMY RICH 10—HULK HOGAN 10—THE MIDNIGHT EXPRESS 


Combined Weight: 752 pounds* 
*Combined weights reflect three team members 


NWA and AWA ratings are compiled with the assistance of wrestlers, promoters, and re 
“Most Hated” ratings are 


on nationwide surveys of wrestling fans and on 


AWA 


World Champion: 
NICK BOCKWINKEL 
245, Beverly Hills, CA 
1—RICK MARTEL 
236, Quebec City, Canada 
2—HULK HOGAN 
320, Venice Beach, CA 
3—JERRY LAWLER 
235, Memphis, TN 
4—WAHOO McDANIEL 
260, Midland, TX 
5—KEN PATERA 
256, Portland, OR 
6—JESSE VENTURA 
270, Muscle Beach, CA 
1—MAD DOG VACHON 
i, Algeria 
8—JIM BRUNZELL 
225, Minneapolis, MN 


9—CRUSHER BLACKWELL 


474, Stone Mountain, GA 


10—GREG GAGNE 
220, Robinsdale, MN 


MOST POPULAR 
1—ANDRE THE GIANT 
497, Grenoble, France 
2—DUSTY RHODES 
302, Austin, TX 
3—RODDY PIPER 
231, Scotland 
4—RICK MARTEL 
236, Quebec City, Canada 


5—HULK HOGAN 
320, Venice. Beach, CA 


JIMMY SNUKA. 

250, Fiji Islands 
1—JUNKYARD DOG 

260, New Orleans 
8—TOMMY RICH 

238, Hendersonville, TN 
9—RICK STEAMBOAT 

243, Hawaii 


10—KEVIN VON ERICH 
254, Denton, TX 


fers. “Most Popular” and 
that comes to our offices. 


MOST HATED 
1—KEVIN SULLIVAN 
235, Boston, MA 
2—GREG VALENTINE 
243, Seattle, WA 
3—RIC FLAIR 
243, Minneapolis, MN 
4—TED DiBIASE 
247, Omaha, NE 
5—KAMALA 
360, Uganda 
6—TULLY BLANCHARD 
235, San Antonio, TX 
1—BUZZ SAWYER 
240, St. Petersburg, FL 
8—THE GREAT KABUKI 
252, Singapore 
9—BOB ARMSTRONG 
229, Marietta, GA 


10—SGT. SLAUGHTER 
310, Paris Island, SC 
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WWF 


Champion: 

BOB BACKLUND 

242, Princeton, MN 

1—SGT. SLAUGHTER 
310, Paris Island, SC 








247, Sunset Beach, HI 


3—MIKE SHARPE 
271, Winnipeg, Canada 













4—JIMMY SNUKA 
250, Fiji Islands 
5—JOHN STUDD 

364, Washington, DC 
6—IVAN KOLOFF 

249, Russia 
1—ROCKY JOHNSON 

244, Washington, DC 
8—SUPERSTAR GRAHAM 
260, Paradise Valley, AZ 
RAY STEVENS 
238, San Francisco, CA 


EDDIE GILBERT 
212, Lexington, TN 


























FLORIDA 













MAL 
RATINGS 


Below are the ratings for the ional, wrestling areas of the country. These ratings are based on nationwide 
surveys of Wrestlers. promotere and ee 





2—MAGNIFICENT MURACO 











GEORGIA 
1—LARRY ZBYSZKO 
240, Pittsburgh, PA 
2—TOMMY RICH 
238, Hendersonville, TN 
3—TONY ATLAS 
247, Roanoke, VA 
4—KILLER BROOKS 
235, Lancaster, TX 
5—DICK MURDOCH 
210, Waxahachie, TX 
6—BUZZ SAWYER 
240, St. Petersburg, FL 
1—THE IRON SHEIK 
262, Iran 


8—IVAN KOLOFF 
249, Russia 
9—RONNIE GARVIN 
231, Montreal, Canada 
10—RAY CANDY 
305, Atlanta, GA 


MID-SOUTH 


WORLD CLASS 


1—DAVID VON ERICH 
247, Denton, TX 
2—JIM GARVIN 
235, Tampa, FL 
3—KERRY VON ERICH 
251, Denton, TX 
4—TERRY GORDY 
289, Chatanooga, TN 
5—KEVIN VON ERICH 
254, Denton, TX 
6—MICHAEL HAYES 
255, Marietta, GA 
1—THE GREAT YATSU 
229, Japan 
8—ICEMAN PARSONS 
242, St. Louis, MO 
9—BUDDY ROBERTS 
247, Del City, OK 
10—JOSE LOTHARIO 
239, San Antonio, TX 


MID-ATLANTIC 
1—GREG V. 
243, Seattle, WA 
2—DORY FUNK JR. 
244, Amarillo, TX 
3—JIMMY V. 
251, New York, NY 
4—BUGSY McGRAW 
245, New York, NY ` 
5—THE GREAT KABUKI 
252, Singapore 
6—THE MAGIC DRAGON 
235, Japan 


7—DICK SLATER 
235, Tampa, FL 

8—RODDY PIPER 
431, Scotland 

9-JACK BRISCO 
234, Blackwell, OK 


10—ONE MAN GANG 


402, Chicago, IL 
















SOUTHWEST NORTHWEST 
1—RON BASS 1—JUNKYARD DOG 1—BOB SWEETAN 1—BILLY JACK 
~ 285, Pampa, TX 260, New Orleans 285, Round Rock, TX 245, Portland, OR 
2—SCOTT McGHEE 2—TED DiBIASE 2—TULLY BLANCHARD 2—RIP OLIVER 
220, Shipley, England 247, Omaha, NE 235, San Antonio, TX 245, Tampa, FL 
3—DUSTY RHODES 3—MR. OLYMPIA 3—GINO HERNANDEZ 3—PLAYBOY BUDDY ROSE 
302, Austin, TX 240, parts unknown 224, Houston, TX 245, Minneapolis, MN 
4—KEVIN SULLIVAN KAMALA 4—BOBBY JAGGERS 4—RON RITCHIE 
235, Boston, MA 360, Uganda 255, Dunlap, KS 238, New York, NY 
5—BLACKJACK MULLIGAN 5—MR. WRESTLING II 5—ADRIAN ADONIS 5—AL MADRIL 
310, Sweetwater, TX 232, Atlanta, GA 251, New York, NY 235, Los Angeles, CA 
_ MARK LEWIN 6—HACKSAW REED 6—BOB ORTON JR. 6—CHIEF TAPU > 
285, Buffalo, NY 249, Kansas City, MO 245, Kansas City, KS 228, Samoa 
T-BARRY WINDHAM 7—HACKSAW DUGGAN 1—SCOTT CASEY 7—CURT HENNIG 
230, Sweetwater, TX 280, New York, NY 235, Amarillo, TX 235, Minneapolis, MN 
S EXOTIC ADRIAN STREET 8—TIGER CONWAY 8—ERIC EMBRY 8—BRIAN ADIDAS 
220, South Wales 235, Houston, TX 225, Lexington, KY 238, Dallas, TX 
$- THE PROFESSIONAL 9—THE ASSASSIN 9—RICK McGRAW 9—STAN STASIAK 
240, parts unknown ; 282, parts unknown 230, Charlotte, NC 265, Portland, OR 
TERRY ALLEN 10—CHAVO GUERRERO 10—GRAPPLER #1 10—THE ASSASSIN 
245, Chesapeake, VA 220, Mexico 260. parts unknown 240, parts unknown 











